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Managing Director Riccardo Cascioli MADE FOR THE TRUTH

Funeral

Vittorio Messori: The hypothesis that Jesus

existed has become a certainty
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A funeral, but also a challenge to our lives. A prayer for the soul of a friend, but also a

desire - and a prayer to God - to attain the certainty of Christ's presence that he bore

witness to. Against this backdrop, the funeral Mass for Messori took place on Saturday
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11 April. Messori, the great Catholic journalist and writer, died at his home in Desenzano

sul Garda on Good Friday, 3 April.
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Monsignor Domenico Pomili, who celebrated the funeral, immediately recalled
Messori: Messori himself had requested a simple celebration because the Eucharist, the
pinnacle of Christian life, must take precedence over all else. 'Celebrating the Eucharist
in memory of Vittorio Messori,' said Monsignor Pompili, 'helps us not to forget what he
wrote in the closing pages of Scommessa sulla morte (Wager on Death): “It is above all
when it speaks to us of the Eucharist that the Gospel clashes with the avarice of our

intellect and the narrowness of our hearts, constricted by the fear of believing too

much”.'
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The secret of the success of Messori's apologetic work, which we have already
discussed, lies precisely here, not in asserting arguments, principles or values, but in
defending and presenting the reasons for one’s own life and faith, and identifying with
Christ to the point of sharing His passion for His Mother. One fruit of this is the precious
shrine of Our Lady of the Olives, built on the extensive grounds surrounding the Abbey

of Maguzzano.

Describing Vittorio Messori as a free man, Monsignor Pompili quoted the heartfelt
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words of the Apostle Paul to the young Timothy: 'For | know whom | have believed, and
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which | have committed unto him against that
day'. Vittorio possessed this same awareness; he chose similar words as an epitaph on

his tomb, words which he often repeated: 'l know in whom | believed'.
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feel vulnerable and urge me to trust in them more. They make me want to detach
myself from my ego and my certainties, and from everything that has made me live on
this earth. They make me long ever more for the fulfilment that will come after death.
They teach me to live each day with the same patience shown by Mary, to calmly respect

God's timing, which is not our own.'



