DAILY(4) COMPASS

Managing Director Riccardo Cascioli MADE FOR THE TRUTH

CHINA

Twenty years for Jimmy Lai: the outcome of Hong

Kong's sham trial

Riccardo
Cascioli

Essentially a death sentence: twenty years in prison. This was the decision of the Hong

Kong Court for Jimmy Lai, the 78-year-old publisher and entrepreneur. It was issued in

execution of the guilty verdict already passed in December under the National Security
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Law, which was passed by the Chinese government in 2020 with the aim of crushing the

democratic movement.

Mr Lai, who was awarded the 'Made for the Truth’' award by La Bussola/Daily
Compass |last October, had already spent five years in prison on other charges relating
to his fight for democracy and freedom in Hong Kong. He has now been found guilty on
three counts: two relating to conspiracy and collusion with foreign forces and one
relating to publishing seditious material in his newspaper, the Apple Daily, which was
shut down by the authorities in 2021. Six other Apple Daily executives and two pro-

democracy activists were also sentenced, receiving terms ranging from six years and

three months to 10 years.
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The sentence handed down to the pubk |s-her and editor of Apple Daily is the
heaviest to date under the notorious National Security Law. Jodie Ginsberg, president
of the Committee to Protect Journalists (CP)), called it "the final nail in the coffin of press
freedom in Hong Kong" and pointed out that China is the country with the most

journalists in prison: 51, including eight in Hong Kong.
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that “if this sentence is carried out, he will die a martyr behind bars”. Even if he were to
receive the maximum legal benefits for good behaviour, Jimmy Lai would not be able to
leave prison until he is 90 years old. Claire has repeatedly denounced the deterioration
in her father's health during his years in detention, as he suffers from diabetes and high

blood pressure.

For this reason, Caoilfhionn Gallagher, the coordinator of the international
team of lawyers assisting Jimmy Lai, stated that “now that this sham trial is finally over,
we call on leaders from around the world to speak with one voice in their demand for
China to free Jimmy Lai so that he can come home to his family in London at last”.
Expulsion from Hong Kong is now the only chance of seeing Jimmy Lai, who is also a

British citizen, return to freedom.

The Taiwanese authorities have also been closely following Jimmy Lai's case, as
they have long been under pressure, including military pressure, from the People's
Republic of China. The Beijing government has repeatedly proposed applying the same
'one country, two systems' regime to Taiwan as it does to Hong Kong. In a statement,
the Taiwanese government said that Jimmy Lai's case shows that under the “one
country, two systems” model of governance, the freedoms and rights promised to the

people of Hong Kong are “little more than empty words".

The Taiwanese people must “learn from Hong Kong's painful experience and

safeguard the hard-won freedoms of daily life”.



