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When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal
life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. | glorified
you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify
me in your own presence with the glory that | had with you before the world existed. “I have

manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were,
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and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that
you have given me is from you. For | have given them the words that you gave me, and they
have received them and have come to know in truth that | came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. | am praying for them. | am not praying for the world but for
those whom you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine,
and | am glorified in them. And | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and |
am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they

may be one, even as we are one.». (John 17: 1-11)

Christ's words to us are perhaps some of the most affectionate He ever spoke. Let us
ensure that His mission on earth is not in vain and let us bear in mind what earthly life is
all about: to know, serve, and love God so that we can enjoy life with Him for all eternity.

Therefore, let us truly make eternal life the purpose of our earthly life.



