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The kingdom of heaven is close at hand
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Hearing that John had been arrested, Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth

he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and

Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled:

‘Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali!

Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan,

Galilee of the nations!

The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light;

on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death

a light has dawned.’

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message, ‘Repent, for the

kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’

He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good

News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the people.

His fame spread throughout Syria, and those who were suffering from diseases and

painful complaints of one kind or another, the possessed, epileptics, the paralysed, were

all brought to him, and he cured them. Large crowds followed him, coming from Galilee,

the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judaea and Transjordania.

(Mt 4:12-17,23-25)


