GOSPEL PEARLS

Above all when it costs sacrifice
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Jesus said to the Jews, ‘My Father goes on working, and so do I.” But that only made them even
more intent on killing him, because, not content with breaking the sabbath, he spoke of God
as his own Father, and so made himself God’s equal. To this accusation Jesus replied.: ‘| tell
you most solemnly, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees the
Father doing: and whatever the Father does the Son does too. For the Father loves the Son
and shows him everything he does himself, and he will show him even greater things than
these, works that will astonish you. Thus, as the Father raises the dead and gives them life,

so the Son gives life to anyone he chooses; for the Father judges no one; he has entrusted all
judgement to the Son, so that all may honour the Son as they honour the Father. Whoever
refuses honour to the Son refuses honour to the Father who sent him. | tell you most solemnly,
whoever listens to my words, and believes in the one who sent me, has eternal life; without
being brought to judgement he has passed from death to life. | tell you most solemnly,

the hour will come - in fact it is here already - when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of
God, and all who hear it will live. For the Father, who is the source of life, has made the Son
the source of life; and, because he is the Son of Man, has appointed him supreme judge.

Do not be surprised at this, for the hour is coming when the dead will leave their graves at the
sound of his voice: those who did good will rise again to life; and those who did evil, to
condemnation. | can do nothing by myself; | can only judge as | am told to judge, and my
judging is just, because my aim is to do not my own will, but the will of him who sent me.” (
John 5, 17-30)

Jesus consented to His capture and death. Although, from a human perspective, He
preferred not to suffer, Jesus agrees to die on the cross in order to save all mankind
from sin. Whoever does God's will consistently will have eternal life. Have you reflected
on the great gift that Jesus gave you by dying on the cross to free you from sin? And are

you determined to always do God's will, especially when it costs sacrifice?



