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Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come

to pass from this world to the Father.

He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end.

The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him over.

So, during supper,

fully aware that the Father had put everything into his power

and that he had come from God and was returning to God,

he rose from supper and took off his outer garments.

He took a towel and tied it around his waist.

Then he poured water into a basin

and began to wash the disciples’ feet

and dry them with the towel around his waist.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,

“Master, are you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus answered and said to him,

“What I am doing, you do not understand now,

but you will understand later.”

Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered him,

“Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance with me.”

Simon Peter said to him,

“Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well.”

Jesus said to him,

“Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed,

     for he is clean all over;

so you are clean, but not all.”

For he knew who would betray him;

for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.”



So when he had washed their feet

and put his garments back on and reclined at table again,

he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you?

You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’  and rightly so, for indeed I am.

If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet,

you ought to wash one another’s feet.

I have given you a model to follow,

so that as I have done for you, you should also do.” (John 13: 1-15)

 

Christianity’s ministers are those who have received the grace of the sacrament of Holy

Orders. They exist to serve their brother and sisters in the faith. Each gift has specific

responsibilities. As an apostle, Judas was one such minister, yet he succumbed to the

temptation of serving his ego. Since then, Satan has repeatedly tried to tempt Christ’s

ministers, priests above all, so as to confuse and mislead the flock entrusted to them.

We shouldn’t be so astounded by God’s unfaithful ministers, since there have been

unfaithful ministers at every stage of the Church’s history, even among those chosen

directly by Jesus. May we constantly pray for our pastors so that they do not fall into

scandalous sin and heresy which have always caused confusion among the faithful.


